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City of Nogales
Christmas Light Parade Rules and Regulations

General Parade Regulations

All participants will line up on Morley Avenue, between Perkins and Monroe Street,
facing south. All participants must enter the staging area through Bankard Avenue.
Line-up will begin at 3:30 p.m. and will be on a first come basis. Drop off and parking for
participants will be available on Perkins Street, Lincoln School, Memorial Park, and the
Boys and Girls Club.

All parade entries will adhere to the rules and regulations set forth by the Christmas
Light Parade Committee. Any violation of these regulations will result in verbal warning
and/or disqualification of entry.

All participants must move forward at all times along the parade route. Failure to
comply will lead to disqualification from competition.

Two (2) numbers will be issued by the parade committee on the afternoon of the event.
They must be worn or displayed and easily visible by judges.

All entries must have a sign identifying the organization that is being represented. Signs
must not exceed 9"x24" and please no more than two signs per entry. Signs cannot
contain profanity. Units violating this rule will be asked to remove the offensive sign.

No gun shooting, no handouts or throw away items, no fires and no firecrackers. Please
do not allow any participant to throw candies and/or prizes to the spectators. Units in
violation to this rule will be removed from the parade.

No alcoholic beverages. Violators will be prosecuted by the Nogales Police Department.

It is the intent of the City of Nogales and the Christmas Light Parade to ensure that all
participants and spectators at this event are kept from harm. If the general instructions
and information above are not followed, the entry will not be allowed to participate the
following year. Any entry that does not follow these instructions may be disqualified,
removed from the parade, or in severe cases, prosecuted by the Nogales Police
Department.

Christmas season music is suggested/recommended
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Regulations for Floats

All float entries must adhere to the above regulations.
All floats shall not exceed 35 feet. (Semi trucks and trailers are prohibited).

Floats will be accepted and judged on the basis of:
% Aesthetic Quality
% Oiriginality
% Creativity in the Design
% Use of animation and/or humor
% Covered tow vehicles
% Lighting

Sponsor Name and Float Theme

The float shall bear the name of the community, organization or sponsor on the side
aprons. All signs must be of high quality and easily readable. Commercial symbols or
logos are permitted to the extent that the creativity of design dominates over the
promotional aspects of the symbols or logos used. Floats must be associated with the
Holiday's overall theme. All float themes must be submitted on the application form. The
parade committee will name a single “Santa Claus” for this parade. All other “Santa’s”
will be asked not to participate. (Removed from the Float/Parade)

Float Decorations
The Christmas Light Parade Committee requires that all floats be covered with materials
that will hold up under adverse weather conditions. These materials may include: Vinyl
floral sheeting, Enamel Paint, and/or Webbing of Rubberized Materials

Symmetry
Floats shall be constructed and decorated so that viewing from either side is equally

appealing to the eye.

Float Lettering
Letters on the floats should not exceed 18 inches in height logo. Work should be
uniform with the lettering.

Alcoholic Beverages
No alcoholic beverages of any kind will be allowed in or on the float or tow vehicle. The
consumption of any alcoholic beverage is strictly prohibited and violators will be
prosecuted by the City of Nogales Police Department.




Regulations for Floats (continued)

Float Dimensions
Floats must not exceed 8 feet in width. Floats must not be taller than 15 feet overall
height. Maximum float length is 35 feet. (Semi Trucks and trailers are not allowed)

Mechanical Equipment
Engines must be in good mechanical condition with accessories in working order.
Radiators must have adequate air circulation, be permanently installed, and be kept
filled through the completion of the parade. The exhaust manifold must be vented
through a leak-proof pipe projecting beyond the float apron. No flammable materials
may be near the exhaust line. All wiring, fuel, and brake systems must be securely
fastened so that they are not inadvertently worn or crushed. Uncovered engines must
be clean and painted to blend with the float decoration.

Extra Gasoline Tank
Not allowed on float or any vehicle.

Steering
A turn radius of 45 degrees to the right and left is mandatory.

Batteries
A 12-volt battery is required and the battery should be grounded to the engine. Each
float must have immediate access to a spare battery and jumper cables.

Float Electrical Wiring
Wire and lighting devices must have capability for the use intended for them on the
float. Wiring should be properly secured to the float to avoid mechanical damage and
injury to float riders and other participants. All connections must be made of approved
boxes or devices. All electrical circuits must be properly fused.

Portable Generators

Portable generators used in conjunction with float lighting must be securely mounted
on a vehicle or other substantial base. A minimum of 12 inches clearance must separate
any part of the generator from light, combustible fabrication or decorating material.
Generators must be equipped with firmly attached metal exhaust blinds that terminate
either into a common exhaust serving both vehicles and generator or to the exterior of
the float in the same manner as the vehicle exhaust. If a generator is on a two-wheeled
cart as part of a float or attached to a trailing unit, all restrictions apply that would apply
to the original float assembly for safety reasons. No refueling of generator allow during
the Parade. Parade can last up to two hours. Inverters are strongly recommended.




Regulations for Floats (continued)

Fire Extinguishers
At least one five-pound dry chemical or one ten-pound carbon dioxide fire extinguisher
must be placed within easy reach of the float driver. There must be at least one fire
extinguisher near each generator. A fire inspection might be made by the City of
Nogales Fire Department. A float will be eliminated from the parade if it does not have
the required number of extinguishers.

Float Drivers

The driver compartment must be safe, comfortable with a secure seat. The compartment
must be adequately lighted and ventilated (to remove fumes and heat), and must have
an entry/exit hatch which permits rapid access. All drivers must be licensed and
adequately trained to drive their assigned float. The driver should have perfect visibility
of the road ahead. If the float design does not permit adequate visibility, an observer
with an adequate two-way communication system must be used. Once the float is in
position in the line-up area, the driver must be in attendance at all times and available to
move the unit as necessary.





